
Sigonella Middle High School 
School Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
January 11, 2012 

 
Members in attendance: 
C.B.- Teacher Representative, Chair 
A.C., Teacher Representative 
Alice Berard- Principal 
K.L.- CSI Representative  
C.M.- School Liaison Officer 
J.G.- Transportation officer 
Lunch meal contractors 

Mrs. V. - Parent Representative  
Mr. J.Y.- Parent Representative 
Mrs. Lynne Gantt- Parent Representative 
Mr. B.P.- PTSO representative 
Captain S.B.- NASSIG Commander 
D.G.- NASSIG Senior Chief 
Mr. T.S.- NEX  

 
Meeting Called to order by C.B. at 15:02 
 
We had two guest students from the Middle school, G.T. and J.F. who have information in regards to the 
MS student council lunch meal informal survey.  Ms. Berard asked if the students could report out so 
they could attend their after school activities:   
 
All MS students were surveyed (unless absent) just prior to the winter break.  The findings were that 
only 11% of the students surveyed thought the lunch menus were fine.  The students found in their 
survey there were four major themes in the lunch complaints:  1) food was often cold;  2) the quality of 
the food offered, 3)  the quantity was not enough, and 4) cleanliness:  were the servers/cooks required 
to wear hair nets?    Most students surveyed reported that they would like more variety in the food 
(Ethnic dishes) like Mexican and Asian offerings.    MS students reported that they would like more 
veggies, and preferred the veggies be steamed, not boiled.  They did not like the turkey bites.  They 
would like ice cream for a dessert offering.  They liked mashed potatoes and beans, but would like them 
less watery.  After the students gave their report, Mr. S. handed out AFEES menu, Naples Menu, and 
USDA Menu and comparison of Sigonella to these other menu.  Question was asked if anyone looked at 
the proposed menu to check for balanced meal.   Mr. S. is willing to work with the school and the base 
nutritionist to offer our students high quality meals.   The SAC committee thanked Mr. S. and the 
contractors for attending the meeting and discussing the concerns with the SAC 
 

1. Reports 
a. Principal’s report 

• Finals will be the week of 23-26 of January with  ½ day on 26th and Teacher workday 
on the 27th 

,  Alice Berard 

• Basketball games against Vicenza will be this weekend, girls beginning at 4 pm on 
Friday and 10 a.m. on Saturday with boys’ games following directly afterwards.  

• Reminder AdvancED team will be visiting the last week of April-first week of May  
b. 

• Capt B. reported that Sigonella would in the future see increased enrollment with 
the NATO AGS members to be coming to Sigonella.  A concern with how these 
students would fit into the enrollment at Sigonella Schools.   

Command Report,  Capt. S.B. 

• The NEX now has the coin (Euro) carts installed, and the commissary will be 
installing the coin carts soon.  This hopefully will help with carts being returned to 
the NEX and commissary locations.  

• Under Secretary of the Navy and G.  will be visiting Sigonella in February, and 
hopefully will do a brief visit at the school.   
 



c. 
• No changes in the number busses or student transported since last meeting 
Transportation report- Mr. J.G. 

• No misbehavior reports and no late busses in the past month.  

• Transportation office is looking into new entrance route for the busses.  A test of 
the new entrance route will take place the following week to see if there will be any 
issues with traffic or bus access.   

• There has been a recent problem with students taking the emergency hammers 
from the busses.  It was asked that parents talk to students about not removing or 
playing with these safety instruments.   

• The NASSIG orders have been rescinded.  
• 17-20th of January Europe HQ will be doing the official count for bus 

passenger/riders.   
 

d. SLO report
• Students 2 Student (S2S) training is going to be in Aviano 16-17 February.  This is 

paid by MSEC and two students, two adults from the school will be able to attend. 

 – C.M. 

e. Booster Club
f. 

  - No Report  
PTSO 

 
-  B.P. reported on behalf of the PTSO.  All is well, the PTSO is going well. 

 
2. Old Business 

a. 
• Communications-  
SAC Goals: 

• Culture of Kindness-  
• Stakeholder involvement-  
No additional information was added or questions brought up about the SAC goals.   

 
b. 

C.B. updated the information available to parents/students on the school web page.  
Mr. B. showed to the SAC committee how the page can be used from home and the 
resources available.  The school will continue to update this page as they continue to get 
new information.   (open issue)  

Weight of backpacks: 

  
c. 

Mr. B. stated that he had not yet completed this task, but would do so.   (open issue)
Discussion of a formal complaint about IT bandwidth and drive issues:  

 
3. New Business  

a. No new business was brought up.  The lunch menu issue was discussed earlier in the 
meeting.  

4. Open Forum 
a. No  items were brought up for the open forum.   

 
5. Next Meeting – 8 Feb 2012 at 1500 in the Information Center 

 
 
C.B. called to adjourn the meeting at 16:00 
 
 
Minutes recorded by Alice Berard since Secretary, M.T.  was out sick 


